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The CUNY Office of Academic Affairs (OAA) invites CUNY full-time faculty, academic administrators, and staff to propose innovative, responsible AI projects that support teaching, learning, research, and student success. A total of approximately $500,000 is available for campus-led initiatives. The maximum award for any single submission is $25,000 (Multiple submissions are allowed). 
Funding Eligibility
· Full-time faculty, academic administrators and staff are eligible to apply
· Cross-department, cross-campus, and interdisciplinary collaborations are strongly encouraged.
· Multiple submissions are allowed by individuals, groups, or colleges  
· All Projects must address responsible AI use and be feasible within the funding and timeline: June 30, 2026.

Priority Areas (should align with one or more of the following):


1. AI Education & Literacy
Programs and events targeted at the college-level audience that are designed to promote a deeper understanding of AI, and to create hands-on opportunities for faculty, students and staff to learn using AI tools. This may include self-paced training courses, webinars, workshops, department or college-wide AI “hackathons,” and more. Partnership with industry is encouraged. The goal is to promote learning about AI and provide opportunities for hands-on experimentation. 

2. AI in Courses 
Development of a new course or course conversion to integrate AI, thereby enhancing student “AI Literacy” within their discipline. 


3. AI-Enabled Student & Academic Support
Promote the creation, creative use and or enhancement of AI use in writing centers, tutoring centers, student wellness centers, career centers, accommodation centers, and other student support areas on your college. Projects should aim to enhance the overall student experience by providing tailored support and resources. 

4. Addressing Ethical & Social Implications of AI
Foster projects that critically examine the ethical, social, and cultural implications of AI integration in education and beyond. Proposals should focus on developing frameworks, guidelines, or educational materials that address issues such as bias, privacy, and the societal impact of AI technologies. The goal is to promote responsible AI use and awareness among students and faculty. This may include academic research, or the creation of resources for public good.
Funding & Allowable Costs
· 
· Funds may support stipends, release time (where appropriate), part-time staff, student assistance, licensed software (if procurable within the award timetable), and other allowable tax-levy costs.
· Funds must be spent within the current fiscal year (by June 30, 2026).
· Capital equipment, general travel, and marketing are generally not allowable. 
· 

Proposal Requirements (submitted via online form)
· 
· Campus and unit
· Project title & leads
· Priority area(s)
· Project description & activities
· Requested amount & high-level budget narrative
· Timeline confirming completion and full use of funds by June 30, 2026




Submission & Timeline
· Deadline: Monday, December 1, 2025, 5 P.M. EST 
· Notifications are expected by December 20, 2025 (date subject to change).
· How to Apply: Submit via the CUNY Academic AI Innovation Funding Program online form. Click on the link here.
· All requests will be grouped by college and shared with Provosts for initial review and prioritization before being reviewed by OAA.

Expectations for Participation: 
The aim of this innovation fund is to promote exploration and experimentation of AI across various domains within the CUNY system; to showcase what is possible and learn where applications of AI are challenging and not value added. Recipients maybe asked to create a report or presentation of their project, criteria to be provided later; this may include sharing the project on CUNY’s website, and at an event designed to share this great work for others in our community.  

Review Criteria & Scoring Rubric


1. Project Design — 28 points
Evaluates how clearly the proposal defines the problem or opportunity, articulates the intended benefits, and outlines a coherent project design. Strong proposals will present a focused challenge statement, describe the value/benefit to the intended audience, and detail the activities, deliverables, and expected outcomes.

2. Strategic Alignment — 18 points
Assesses how well the project aligns with CUNY’s mission, institutional priorities, and the focal themes of the Academic AI Innovation Fund. Proposals should demonstrate a clear connection to academic innovation, student success, responsible AI use, or other strategic imperatives.

3. Collaboration — 18 points
	Rates the degree of collaboration across departments, units, or colleges. Strong submissions will illustrate cross-functional partnerships, shared ownership, or joint implementation plans that broaden impact and increase institutional value.

4. Feasibility — 18 points
	Reviews the practicality and realism of the proposed scope, timeline, staffing, and project management plan. Proposals should demonstrate that the team can complete the work and utilize awarded funds fully by June 30, 2026, with clear roles and achievable milestones.

5. Innovation — 18 points
	Evaluates the creativity and originality of the project—especially its use of AI tools, techniques, or methodologies. Strong proposals will introduce novel approaches, scalable ideas, or pilots that could be expanded or replicated at other CUNY colleges.


	Category
	Points

	Project Design (problem, opportunity, benefit, etc.)
	28

	Strategic Alignment
	18

	Collaboration
	18

	Feasibility
	18

	Innovation
	18

	Total
	100
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